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"I don't see why I should punish my maid because she put
this blind strumpet in her place."	. ;
The Moon Lady grew angry. Her face flushed.
"Very well, spoil your maid, and she will drive all our
relatives and neighbours away."
She went to Hsi-m€n Ch'ing and he asked her what was
the matter.
"I expect you know/' the Moon Lady said. "You have
such polite young ladies for your maids. Now, one of them has
been cursing Miss Sh£n and making her go away."
"But why wouldn't she sing for her?" Hsi-men said, smiling.
"Don't worry. To-morrow, I'll send her two taels of silver,
and that will put matters right."
"Miss Shen's box is still here. She didn't take it away," the,
Moon Lady said. She saw that Hsi-mgn Ch'ing was laughing.
"There you* are, laughing, instead of sending for the maid
and giving her a scolding. I don't see anything to laugh a-t."
Picture of Grace and Tower of Jade were there but, seeing
how angry the Moon Lady was, they went to their own rooms.
Hsi-m£n Ch'ing went on drinking wine. The Moon Lady
wgnt to the inner room to take off her ornaments and cere-
monial dress.
"Where have those four packets of silver on the chest come
from?" she said to Flute or Jade.
Hsi-mgn Ch'ing answered her. "General Ching sent them.
He wants me to speak to Sung for him."
"Brother-in-law brought them. I forgot to tell you," Flute
of Jade said.
"Silver belonging to other people should always be put in
the chest at once," the Moon Lady said.
Flute of Jade put it in the chest.
Golden Lotus was still sitting there, waiting for Hsi-mfen
Ch'ing to go to the outer court. It was a Jen Tzu day. She was
going to take the medicine Nun Hstzeh had given her and
hoped that, after she had slept with him, she would conceive.
Hsi-mSn Ch'ing showed no sign of moving. At last, she
pulled aside the lattice. "If you are not coming, I shall go,"
she said, "I haven't patience to wait any longer."
"You go first," Hsi-mSn Ch'ing said. "I will come when
T've finished my wine."

